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brick he looked at them for a considerable time ...... and
then he described both correctly." It cannot be meant that
he said : "This is a sphere and that is a rectangular
parallelopiped," or something equivalent. Even with normal

- eyes and lifelong experience it is not possible to see a sphere
as a sphere or a cube as a cube. Molyneux, in stating his
famous problem, supposed, as I understand him, that the
patient was told that one of the bodies shown him was a cube
and the other a sphere and was only asked to say which was
the cube and which was the sphere. Was it in this way that
Dr. Ramsay’s patient was tested ? Even Dr. Franz’s patient,
whose case is so carefully reported in the Philosophical
Transactions for 1841, does not seem to have been tested in
this way, although we may perhaps conjecture what the
result would have been from the fact that he said he saw the
cube as a quadrangular figure and the ball as a disc. If
Dr. Ramsay’s patient was simply asked to say which was the
ball and which was the brick this would, I believe, be the first 
case in which Molyneux’s problem was tried as he stated it. 

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
’Trinity College, Dublin, June. 22nd, 1903. T. K. ABBOTT

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Legacies to Local Charities.
Mr. Thomas Best, the survivor of two brothers who had

for many years carried on a successful manufacturing busi-
ness in this city, has bequeathed his entire fortune, amount-
ing to over &pound;100,000, to various charitable objects. The
destination of about half this sum was decided by the will,
the other half being left in trust to the Lord Mayor and
corporation, in order that they may invest it and apply the
annual income for the purposes of institutions in Birmingham
and the Midland counties supported, at least in part, by
public subscriptions. The specified moiety goes to various
institutions in the city, the more important bequests to

hospitals being .85000 each to the General Hospital and the
-General Dispensary, &pound;4000 each to the Blind and Deaf and
Dumb Institutions, C3000 to the Queen’s Hospital, .E2000
each to the Children’s, Women’s, and Orthopaedic Hospitals,
and R1000 each to the Eye and Ear and Throat Hospitals.
Mr. Best was no doubt justified in trusting the disposition of
one half of his fortune to the discretion of others, but that
such a method of dealing with one’s worldly goods may
sometimes be a doubtful policy is illustrated by another
series of gifts which have recently been made public. Dr.
Griffiths of Washwood Heath, who recently died, had been
for many years a well-known and much respected general
practitioner in the eastern division of the city and one of the
members of the corporation. Instead of deciding for himself
as to the objects to which his money should be devoted he
left the disposition of it to trustees. It must be confessed
that it is difficult to suppose that the late medical gentleman
would have approved of some of the objects to which his
money has been devoted by those in whose hands he placed
its distribution. It seems unlikely that he would have selected
the Homoeopathic Hospital as the recipient of &pound;200, nor, con-
sidering the feelings entertained towards the General Dispen-
sary by general practitioners, can one suppose that he would
have selected that institution as one which should benefit by
his generosity to the tune of E100. Finally, a similar sum
given to the University is to be applied to the purchase of
books for the department of English literature, though the
medical school has many crying necessities, towards the
satisfaction of which a gift of such a sum would have been
very acceptable. The way in which this money has been
distributed will perhaps give pause to medical men contem-
plating a similar method of disposing of their wealth after
their death.

Medical Benevolent Society.
The eighty-first annual meeting of this society was held on

May 29th, when Mr. M. A. Messiter of Dudley was elected
President and Dr. E. Malins President-elect. It was

announced that the invested funds of the society amounted to
 &pound;15,688 4s. 6d., that there were 414 members on the books,
and that a sum of &pound;659 had been expended during the year
in grants and Christmas donations. To the sum mentioned

- above will have to be added an amount of &pound;5000, less legacy
duty, which has been left to the society by the late Mr.
<Henry Duncalfe of Sutton Coldfield, subject to certain life

interests. When it comes into the possession of the society
this sum of money is to be invested and called "the Duncalfe
Benevolent Fund."

Hospital Saturday Fund.
Saturday, June 13tb, was the day set aside for the annual

collection for this fund. The full amount has not yet been
received but it will obviously be larger than in any previous
year. As on former occasions Alderman Cook, the chair-
man of the executive committee, entertained the members
of that body to tea after the conclusion of their labours for
the day. In the speech which he made on that occasion the
alderman congratulated the committee on the fact that the
prospects of raising the .620,000 which they desired were
very bright. No less a sum than &pound;278,855 had been received
from the citizens in connexion with the fund during the
last 30 years-a truly wonderful record. He desired to see
the time when it would be possible to establish a sanatorium
for consumptives under the auspices of the fund. Such an
institution was greatly needed and when its establishment
was possible he was confident that the Hospital Saturday
executive would be able to carry on the work as well as any
other body in Birmingham. The Lord Mayor in his speech
strongly supported the suggestion that such a sanatorium
should be started for the use of the working classes of the

city.
Crippled Children.

A conference on the subject of the welfare of crippled
children has just been held at the Women’s Settlement in
this city. It was presided over by Miss Dale, one of the
members of the education committee of the city, and there
were present representatives of nearly all the organisations
in the country for the care of crippled children. Before the
reading of papers most of the delegates visited the special
school maintained by the education committee for this class
of children and were shown the ambulance which conveys
the scholars from their homes to the school which is situated
in Dean-street. In a paper by Miss Fisher of the Manchester
University Settlement it was stated that the actual number
of cripples in the country was not known, but that Mr.
Knipe, honorary secretary of the National Industrial Home
for Crippled Boys, estimated the number in 1888 as 100,000.
In Birmingham there were 537 crippled children known to
the union. Dr. F. Warner estimated that three in every
1000 of the children attending public elementary schools in
London were maimed, crippled, or deformed. Accurate
figures about those who were unable to attend school were
unobtainable. As to the nature of the disablement, more
than half of the cases were due to hip, spine, and other bone
diseases ; infantile paralysis came next, and then rickets,
amputations, and deformity. In many cases a slight injury
was aggravated by carelessness and neglect or by a mis-
taken kindness which prevented parents from taking their
crippled children to a hospital.

Deaf and Dumb Institution.
The annual meeting of the friends of this charity has

recently been held under the presidency of the Lord Mayor.
There had been no recurrence of the epidemic of scarlet fever
which had visited the institution in the previous year. The
committee had again found it necessary to appropriate &pound;500
from the legacy fund towards meeting the year’s deficiency
of ordinary income, which amounted to over &pound;1000.

Hospital for Women.
A sum of f.320 has been handed over to the committee of

this hospital by the Master Bakers and Millers’ Associa-
tion as the result of a football match and sports held
in May last in the grounds of the Aston Villa Football
Club. At the annual meeting of the committee responsible
for the church parade and service held each year for the
benefit of the Women’s Hospital by the Sparbrook and Dis-
trict Amalgamated Friendly Societies the chairman men-
tioned that last year E260 were raised for the hospital and
expressed the hope that this year the contribution would not
be less than &pound;300. Councillor Nettlefold said that in

designing the new hospital the committee started with a
high ideal because it felt that if it did not aim at the
moon it would hit nothing worth having. Whilst it would
strive for one of the best hospitals of its kind in the United
Kingdom the committee did not intend it to be a building
replete with all sorts of fads and fancies. Only a few days
ago its policy of inquiring before adopting anything had
led to the explosion of the merits of a much-lauded, so-called
germ-proof floor. He also stated that it was reported at a
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meeting of the hospital committee that .629,325 had been
raised towards the .E30,000 which it had determined to
raise before starting upon the work of the building. The
new hospital would, however, cost &pound;40,000, and he wished
that the committee could have collected the entire sum before
commencing operations.

Queen Viotoria Nursing Institution, Wolverhampton.
The annual report of this charity shows that the present

staff consists of 30 fully trained medical and surgical nurses,
who have during the year attended 255 cases under 92
medical mPn. During the year 91 operations have been
performed and altogether 107 patients have been admitted-
an increase of 50 on the previous year. Increased accom-
modation has been provided at the institution by the addition
of another room. A resident assistant to the lady super-
intendent has been appointed on account of the great
increase in the work of this official. The district home has
been removed to Waterloo-road, South, but regret is expressed
that the appeal for increased subscriptions for this part of
the work has not met with an adequate response. The
statement of accounts shows that, including the balance in
hand, the receipts have amounted to .E2346, including &pound;1273
as fees for nursing. The balance in hand amounts to .E263.
The report with regard to the District Nurses’ Home shows
that 1074 cases were attended during the past year and that
the nurses paid 21,681 visits.
June 23rd.

--

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

TAe Late -Dr. J. B. Nevins.

THE late Dr. Nevins, who died on June 10th, at the vener-
able age of 84 years, was one of the most estimable citizens
of Liverpool and had been for many years a leader of
intellectual thought in the city. His literary achievements
were of the highest order. His habits of life conduced to
his acquiring knowledge. He was a busy worker all his
life. He was twice president of the Literary and Philo-
sophical Society of Liverpool, firstly from 1869-72 and
secondly from 1894-96. He was elected president of the
Liverpool Medical Institution in 1886, an office which he
filled with credit for two years. He took an enthusiastic
interest in all public questions and there were few benevolent
or philanthropic institutions in the city with which he was
not associated. Up to a recent period he was to be seen
almost daily in the streets, his brisk walk and alert
manner showing few traces of his great age. An attack
of influenza, aggravated by a weak heart, compelled him
to take to bed a few weeks ago, and he gradually suc-

cumbed. His funeral, which took place on June 13th, was
attended by a large concourse of citizens of all shades of
opinion, including members of philanthropic, literary, and
scientific societies, the medical profession being largely
represented.

Royal Institute of Public Health, Liverpool Congress.
The arrangements for the meetings of the Royal Institute

of Public Health are now nearly complete. The large hall
at St. George’s Hall will be open daily for the purpose of
issuing tickets, &c., to members desirous of attending the
Congress. The Congress will be opened on July 15th
by an address bv the President (the Earl of Derby,
K.G.) in the small concert room at St. George’s Hall.
The presentation of the Harben medals for the years
1901 and 1902 to Sir Charles A. Cameron, C.B., and
Dr. W. R. Smith, will then be made. Delegates and
members are requested to wear municipal or academic
robes. The sections will include child study and school
health, also domestic sanitation and engineering, &c.
The meetings of these sections will take place at the
University College. At the adjournment of the proceed-
ings of the housing section a visit will be paid to Port
Sunlight for the purpose of inspecting the model village
and works there ; Mr. W. H. Lever, the proprietor, will
kindly provide a luncheon for the visitors. Among the
various entertainments provided will be a soir&eacute;e at the
Walker Art Gallery, a garden party at the private residence
of the Lord Mayor of Liverpool, a cruise on the Mersey,
excursions to Chester, to Eaton Hall, to Llandudno, and to
the Menai Straits, and a visit to the Delamere Forest Sana-
torium. The congress dinner will take place on July 20th, to

which ladies are invited. Dr. E. W. Hope is the honorary
general secretary and Dr. A. A. Mussen is the assistant,
secretary.

The Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland.
The annual summer meeting of this society took place-

on June 19th and 20th at University College, Mr. C. B.
Lockwood (London) presiding. Amongst those present.
were Principal Sir William Turner, K.C.B, (Edinburgh),
Sir W. M. Banks (Liverpool), Professor D. J. Cunning-
ham (Edinburgh), Professor H. Young (Manehester) f.
Professor G. D. Thane (London), Professor J. Symington
(Belfast), and Professor A. Robinson. Professor Robinson
contributed an interesting paper on the Development of the
Cranial Form in Man. He described experiments showing.
that the form of the skull was closely associated with the
size and leverage of the lower jaw. Professor Symington.
gave a demonstration on the Relation of the Deeper Parts of
the Brain to its Surface. The annual dinner of the society
took place at the Adelphi Hotel on the evening of June 19th,
when some 40 members were present.
Continued Abatement of the Small-pox Epidemic in Liverpool,
29 new cases of small-pox were notified to the health

authorities during the week ending June 18th, which showed
a marked decrease on previous weeks. There were 165
cases in hospital at the same date, as compared with 198 on.
June 4th and 335 on March 19th, showing a decrease of
50 per cent. in the number of cases in hospital at the end of
the quarter.

Lectures on Tropical Ophthalmology.
Major H. Herbert, I. M. S., professor of ophthalmic’

medicine and surgery, Grant Medical College, Bombay,
delivered two lectures to the students of the Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine in the lecture-room of the Thompson-
Yates Laboratory on June 18th and 19th on Some SpeciaV
Points in Tropical Ophthalmology. The lectures were highly
interesting and were much appreciated by a large audience-

Birkenhead Children’s Hospital.
The High Sheriff of Cheshire, Mr. T. B. Royden, opened;

the new wing recently added to the Birkenhead and Wirral’
Children’s Hospital on June 12th, in the presence of a.
company which included the Bishop of Chester, the Bishop.
of Shrewsbury, the Mayor and Mayoress of Birkenhead (Dr.
and Mrs. R. Owen Morris), and others. The chairman of
the hospital (Mr. J. Elliot) sketched the growth of the hos--
pital since its foundation 35 years ago, and paid a high tribute-
to Dr. P. M. Braidwood, the originator of the movement.
The new wing is a three-storey building, embracing, on the.
ground floor, a spacious out-patient department and a room,
for the shelter of perambulators ; on the first floor there are
five bedrooms, a dining-room, bath-room, &c. ; and on the
second floor five more bedrooms, &c. This accommodation,
is for the nursing staff who have hitherto been much
cramped in the main building through want of space. The

building and furniture have cost .&3360, of which .E650 have
yet to be found. Last year the hospital admitted 540 patients,.,
and there were 6234 out-patients.
June 23rd.

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

University of Wales.
Dr. Andrew Francis Dixon, who has been during the--

past six years professor of anatomy and dean of the faculty
of medicine at University College, Cardiff, has been elected
to the chair of anatomy, Trinity College, Dublin, in succes-
sion to Professor D. J. Cunningham. The Cardiff School
of Medicine loses a most capable administrator through the
resignation of Professor Dixon.-Mr. K. J. V. Orton, M.A...
F. C.S.,, assistant lecturer on chemistry at St. Bartholomew’s.
Hospital Medical School, has been appointed professor of
chemistry to the Bangor College of the University of Wales..

Appointment of Colliery Surgeon at Maerdy.
The final ballot of the men working at the Maerdy colleries

in the Rhondda valleys for the election of a surgeon to-
succeed the late Dr. Benjamin Griffiths has resulted in the
appoitment of Dr. S. Glanville Moiris -of-Nantgaredig,


